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Letter from the President

October 8, 2022
  
Dear Manna family and friends,

As President of Manna of Life Ministries it is my great pleasure to wel-
come you to this Gala celebration in support of continuing another year 
of ministry.

Manna has grown in the last few years mainly because of the need 
caused by the pandemic. I have never seen such large lines outside our 
facility seeking food nor the need of delivering so much food to home-
bound elderly and quarantined clients.

The funding received while the Corona virus wreaked havoc on our com-
munity helped immensely, but then it stopped. Manna never stopped or 
closed their doors during the lockdown because our staff and volunteers 
would not let us. They knew our services were needed more than ever.

I invite you to help some of the most passionate, genuine, driven volun-
teers and staff in bringing hope through the vehicle of meeting our cli-
ents’ need of food insecurity for the coming year by becoming a monthly 
donor.

I need to thank everyone involved in developing this journal. I want to 
especially thank our faithful donors, sponsors, volunteers, staff, ministry 
partners and Board of Directors which have made it possible for Manna 
of Life Ministries to be in existence for 27 years.
 

Sincerely,

Erbin Cobian

 

President/Founder
Manna of Life Ministries Inc.
ercobian@mannaoflife.org
(917) 549-8595

Board of Directors

Charles Esenwa, MD 
Chairman (Interim)

John Mitchell 
Treasurer

Michelle Flamio 
Secretary

Julia Mitchell  
Board Member

Melissa Figueroa 
Board Member

Candido Gonzalez 
Board Member

Iris Roman 
Board Member

Albert Dominguez  
Board Member

Officers

Erbin Cobian 
President/Founder

Gladys Roman 
Executive Director 

Diane Andujar 
Vice President 

Mirna Cruz 
Food Operations 

Evelyn Cobian 
Administrative Assistant 
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Manna of Life Ministries  
Board of Directors

Dr. Charles Esenwa, Chairman (Interim)

John Mitchell, Treasurer

Michelle Flamio, Secretary

Julie Mitchell, Board Member

Candido Gonzalez, Board Member

Melissa Figueroa, Board Member

Iris Roman, Board Member

Albert Dominguez, Board Member

Gala Committee Members

Gladys Roman, Co-Chair

David Martinez, Co-Chair

Iris Roman

Jose Collazo

Diane Andujar

Melissa Figueroa

Candido Gonzalez

Evelyn Cobian

Richard Yao
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Manna of Life Gala Program

Welcome 
Pastor Jasmine Davila – Mistress of Ceremonies

Invocation 
Jose Collazo

Greetings 
Pastor Jasmine Davila

Manna Video 
Abraham Vazquez Production

Serving During Covid 
Mirna Rivera Cruz

Pledge Request 
David Martinez

Manna Impact Awards 
Erbin Cobian - President

Honorees 
Michelle Caruso Cabrera, Pastor Raymond Serrano,  

Pastor John Lopez, Pastor Jeff and Mary Cortez

Volunteer and Community Recognition 
Gladys Roman

Music and Dance 
Music by DJ Miriam

Closing Prayer 
Reverend Dr. Gregory Anton McCants
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How it all began …
There’s not a single one of us who doesn’t know someone who may be facing hunger.  For 27 years 
Manna of Life Ministries has served the Bronx community by feeding the body and the spirit.  
 
Our story began in 1995 when two brothers, Erbin Cobian and his brother Victor Andujar, were 
volunteers at a soup kitchen.  While volunteering at the soup kitchen, Erbin saw a friend he had 
known during his teenage years.  His name was Skippy.  Skippy was dressed in rags and looked 
needy and neglected.  Skippy came to get a meal.  Erbin’s heart ached with sympathy and sadness 
for Skippy.  He was struck with so much emotion that he had to walk away before Skippy recog-
nized him and let his brother serve him. That night, Erbin prayed to GOD for answers.  He wanted 
to help Skippy but was not sure what to do.
 
The following day, Erbin, excited to see Skippy again, gave him a bag of clothes which he had 
packed from his own closet.  Erbin then offered to drop Skippy home.  Skippy asked to be dropped 
off at the corner of Bruckner Boulevard and Erbin insisted on dropping him off in front of his house.  
After driving around for a while, Skippy finally confessed that he was homeless and slept under a 
bridge in Hunts Point.  
 
Erbin went home that night compelled to reduce Skippy’s suffering and so he cried out to GOD 
once again on what to do. There were other questions too: How many more were there in Skippy’s 
situation? How many more needed food, shelter and real love?  Did GOD want to use him in this 
type of ministry? He was just one person; he would need help.
 
It turned out that God was calling him and sending help.  On an early Saturday morning at a men’s 
breakfast fellowship at Crossroads Tabernacle, in October of 1995, Erbin approached his brother 
Victor, Joe Ziel and a young man named John about his experience with Skippy. He expressed to 
them a need to do something about feeding those in need, specifically the homeless. The group 
began to brainstorm on how they could accomplish this.   

It began with providing food for the hungry twice a week but they quickly realized that it wasn’t 
enough. They decided to include Saturdays in hopes to reach more of the ‘lost’ and reveal God’s 
love for them, and so, the Saturday runs began. Erbin and John would go out on mobile runs with 
juices and sandwiches to feed the homeless of Hunts point. They followed God’s guidance and 
prayed that their effort would have a positive impact on the people they reached. Their calling to 
help the ‘lost’ urged them to do more and GOD provided someone who informed them of a place 
under a bridge where many homeless resided. They visited the place and met a woman living there 
named Gloria who told them they called their home the ‘black hole’. 

Erbin, Victor, Joe and John never thought this simple act of love and faith into action would propel 
into a ministry that would touch thousands of people in need and also be a valuable community 
resource.  As need grows and word spreads, we thank GOD for his continued blessings in helping 
us serve and develop relationships with those who believe in our vision to feed the spirit and elim-
inate hunger throughout the Bronx.
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Our Timeline

1995

1998

1999

2000

2003

2005

2007

2008

2010

2015

2021

2022

Ministry was born as a response to the pressing human need of hunger and of 
“Love’.

38 turkey dinners were shared with the community  
(precursor to our “Adopt A Family” campaign).

Manna of Life Ministries becomes officially incorporated as a 501 (c) 3 non-profit.

First Toy Drive organized.

First Coat Drive organized.

First fundraising Gala to support the vision.

Received our first Grant from United Way that allowed Manna to open our food 
pantry at Crossroads Tabernacle

Manna begins shelter outreach to families and children providing toys, clothes 
and other essential needs.

Manna begins to distribute pantry bags of Thanksgiving meals complete with 
turkeys and all the fixings to impoverished families, in addition to pantry staples.

Manna started distributing toys to the Bronx schools in need.

“Adopt A Family” campaign begins.

Divine Light Church enters in an agreement with Manna of Life Ministries which 
allows Manna to use the church to run a pantry and a soup kitchen.  

Jardin De Esperanza (Garden of Hope) was inaugurated. The garden has become 
more than just a garden but a symbol of “hope and beauty” in the community.  

We held many events that brought our post-Covid-19 community together: 
holiday toy drive, annual coat drive, Easter celebration, Garden of Hope plant-
ing, monthly cooking demonstrations with Chef ili, Mother’s Day celebration, 
Firefighters For Christ visit, Father’s Day celebration, BronxCare Health System 
mobile health unit visit, Back to School backpack giveaways, and more.
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Honorees Bios

Rev. Jeffrey Cortez 
Born and raised in the Bronx, NYC, Jeffrey Cortez is happily married to an amaz-
ing woman, father to three smart adult daughters, grandfather to three dynamic 
kids and blessed with a wonderful son-in-law. He had the privilege of attending 
a competitive art high school back in the 70s, endured three Bible Colleges and 
one Yeshiva University. Ordained in the early 80’s, he has been graciously invited 
to volunteer as associate pastor at a couple of fellowships. Jeffrey‘s profesional 
work experience include being a child development pre-K teacher/coordinator, 
developing a Hispanic outreach for a historical social justice focused religious 

organization. He also has been employed as a full-time chaplain/activities director to 500 dual 
diagnosed male residents in the Bowery, hospital assistant psychiatric social worker, high-risk 
intervention high school counselor and special-education school social worker (recently retired). 
Currently he is transitioning to innovating art therapy flavored activities supportive of non profit 
organizations and hurting demographics. His first published children book (Peanut Butter and a 
Little Extra Kindness) mirrors the beginnings of Manna of Life ministry, to which all his royalties are 
donated to. Writers that have inspired him include Calvin Miller and Shel Silverstein. Jeffrey loves 
doodling, dry humor, and any work with redemptive narratives. His favorite saying is “You’re in The 
Way or you’re in the way”.

Mary Ann Durden Cortez 
Born and reared in Florida Mary Ann Durden Cortez is married to the most won-
derful man in the world (whom she’s allowed to proofread and edit her writing). 
She’s the mother of three sharp young women, grandmother to three hilarious 
grandkids and mother-in-law to a Godly man and physician. She’s been a High 
School substance abuse intervention counselor in the Bronx for the past 30 
years in an area where many thought she wouldn’t last one week. She has 
been a mentor to many high risk teens that have not only completed their high 
school, but also completed higher education and are currently professionals. 

Mary loves devotionals, word games and challenging activities. She loves trouble and getting 
involved in empowering hopeless cases. One example is how she prayerfully advocated and 
successfully arranged for a devastated student to come live in their own household as a foster 
child. The former foster child has been gainfully employed over past several years as a New York 
State masters level counselor.Manna of Life has been a wonderful resource assisting Mary’s high 
school students and their families. Mary’s favorite saying is “I can do all things in through Christ 
who strengthens me“.
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Michelle Caruso-Cabrera 
Michelle Caruso-Cabrera began her career at Univisión Spanish-language news, 
where she produced stories relevant to the immigrant experience. In 1993, she 
received an Emmy for a series she co-produced, Orphans of the AIDS Crisis, and 
in 1998 she joined CNBC, the world’s premiere business news network, where 
she became a top anchor and the network’s first Chief International Correspon-
dent. Michelle specialized in covering economic crises, and the impact of gov-
ernment policy on economic development. 

In 2018, she became one of the first Latinas in the country to be invited to join the board of a large 
public financial institution, where she oversaw and helped manage the launch of the institution’s 
rebranding during her 2-year tenure. 

Michelle’s love of NYC led her to run for elected office. She was the top Latino vote getter citywide 
in the June 2021 primary, in which she ran for city comptroller. She also ran against Alexandria 
Ocasio-Cortez in the Democratic primary in June 2020. Michelle’s passion for New Yorkers also 
motivates her to give back to her community, through her volunteer work and support of Manna 
of Life Ministries, and through serving as President of the Board of Directors of Ballet Hispánico.

Pastor Raymond Serrano 
Pastor Raymond Serrano along with his wife Pastor Persis Serrano are the found-
ing Pastors of Life Together Fellowship in the Castle Hill area of the Bronx, New 
York.

Born and raised in The Bronx, Pastor Ray has earned a Bachelor’s degree in Pas-
toral Ministry from Nyack College and has been serving in full time ministry for the 
past 26 years. He has served as the director of the Care Ministry at Crossroads 
Tabernacle, and the Administrative Pastor at Harvest Field Community Church, 

before the Lord led him to plant “Life Together Fellowship” in 2010 with his beautiful wife Pastor 
Persis Serrano and twelve other brothers and sisters in Christ.

In 2020, Pastor Ray founded Life Together Works NYC, a non-profit organization which serves the 
community with free services such as: a community garden, weekly food pantry, senior citizen 
nutrition classes, movie afternoons and the LTWorks NYC: School of the Arts which offers children 
with free music lessons. 

Pastor Ray has served as Regional Director for the Elim Fellowship Metro New York/North Jersey 
Region, Board President of Didasko Christians Association and currently as Founder and Executive 
Director of Life Together Works NYC.
 
Pastor Ray is happily married for over 36 years. And has been blessed with three children, all 
young adults today, Justin Michael, Joseph Matthew and Brittney Lauren.
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Pastor John Lopez 
I’m a native of New York City, born and raised in East (Spanish) Harlem until the 
age of 31.  I currently live in the Bronx for the last 28 years.  I’ve been married 
to my wife for 28 years and we have four children.  I am a graduate of “The City 
College of New York” with a “Bachelor of Arts in Sociology” concentrating in 
“Urban Deviance and Criminology” since 1990.  I also have a Masters in Profes-
sional Studies (MPS) with a focus in Urban Ministry and Theology from “Alliance 
Theological Seminary/Nyack College”since 2011.  Currently retired from the New 
York City Department of Correction as a Correction Officer for 24 1/2 years from 
1991 to 2016.  

Attended Crossroads Tabernacle Church in the Bronx since 1994 to 2016.   I had the great pleasure 
of participating in street evangelism, throughout the toughest neighborhoods in the Bronx with a 
ministry called the “StoryTellas”.  I was also the youth director for 8yrs at Crossroads Tabernacle 
teaching Christ centered biblical principles to inner city youth from ages 13 through 18 years old. 
Moreover, participated in the creation of the “Riker’s Island Hope Festival”.  It was a consortium of 
churches from all the boroughs that participated in evangelistic crusades on Riker’s Island.

I’m currently the Senior Pastor to “Christ Community Church in the Bronx” recently planted No-
vember 4, 2018.  The address is: 1416 Williamsbridge Road Bronx, NY 10461.  We have been in 
existence for almost four years.  Our mission statement is “to make disciples of Christ, by helping 
families mature in God’s word, and a lifestyle of applying biblical principles through fellowship.

Thank you, Thank you and Thank you
to all of our pastors past, and present at Crossroads Tabernacle. Manna of Life would like to 
especially thank Pastor Aimee Cortese (posthumously) for believing and supporting our mis-
sion and vision from the inception of the ministry. We thank Pastor Joseph Henry and Pastor 
Melissa Cortese for allowing us to the use of the kitchen to make sandwiches for our mobile 
soup pantry and the use of the facilities to start the food pantry. We also want to thank all 
of the associate pastors at Crossroads for feeding us the word of God and guiding us as we 
grow in our spirituality. We love you and appreciate you.

Thank you, Thank you and Thank you
We also want to thank Pastor David (posthumously) from Thessalonica Christian Church, 
who helped us start the ministry by praying for us and sharing large cans of tuna, and may-
onnaise to make the sandwiches. These sandwiches along with juice and a piece of fruit 
allowed us to show our love for the community to the people.

Pastor Aimee and Pastor David You Rock!
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The BronxCare Health System Family
is proud to support

Manna of Life Ministries 
at it’s Gala Celebration

 “Reaching the Forgotten”
Serving the homeless and destitute and empowering

them to reverse their current situation. 

We also congratulate the Honorees

Board of Trustees Officers
John R. Colon, Chairman

Cristina Toosie, Vice Chairman/Secretary
Rita DiMartino, Assistant Secretary

Milagros Baez O’Toole, Assistant Secretary
Fredrick Gilbert, Assistant Secretary

Board of Trustee Members
William Aguado
Sobeida Cruz

Ricardo R. Fernandez, Ph.D.
David Gomez, Ed.D.

Lillian Hernandez, Ed.D.
Steven J. Landgraber, CPA

Barbara Lowe, RN, MPH

President & Chief Executive Officer
Miguel A. Fuentes, Jr. 
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Manna of Life feeds the hungry -  
not only their bodies,
but also their souls.

It is an honor to volunteer
alongside an amazing group of  

hardworking New Yorkers
who care SO much  

about our community.

Tonight we celebrate  
27 years of Manna of Life -  

a true Bronx treasure!

- Michelle Caruso-Cabrera -



11

Thank you to all of the amazing volunteers for a job well done. 
Your kindness and commitment are appreciated.

A special thanks to the volunteers who never stopped  
serving during Covid. You are an inspiration to all!

“All Labor that uplifts humanity has dignity and importance  
and should be undertaken with painstaking excellence.”  

- Dr. Martin Luther King

Manna Family Forever!!

- Gladys Roman -

Team GSR Development
Working with nonprofits and  

local communities to create housing solutions.
We are proud to support communities  

through providing homeless housing, affordable housing,  
and supportive housing.

Interested parties, please contact: 
Gil Finch: gilfordfinch@gmail.com
Congratulations to Manna of Life!
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DJ Miriam
M & M Disc Jockey  

– Music Entertainment

The best in all types of music!
ALL OCCASIONS!

Contact info: 
917-907-4229 

miriam32353@gmail.com

Congratulations Manna of Life  
on your 27th year anniversary!

Happy Anniversary Manna Of Life Ministries  

We wish to congratulate Manna of Life on their 
27th year anniversary. It takes great determina-
tion, commitment and a great staff to accomplish 
this great feat. Philippians 4:13 ‘I can do all things 
through Christ who strengthens me.’ 

Your loyalty and excellent service will not be for-
gotten for years (centuries) to come.

We feel honored to be part of The Manna Family.

May Our Lord Jesus Christ provide another 27 
years of service.

God Bless!!!   

We are members of Crossroads Tabernacle 
1320 Castle Hill Avenue. Sundays at 10:00am                                                                   
Hope to see you there. 

Love, 

Frank and Lydia 

“Many are the plans in a man’s heart, but it is 
the will of God that will prevail” Proverbs 19:21.  

Christ Community Church in the Bronx extends 
an invitation to you. We invite you to a family of 
believers where you can grow in Christ Jesus.
Come join us and be a part of an amazing grow-
ing young church whose passion to help broken 
people be restored to their rightful position of 
love, caring and compassion in Christ Jesus is 
our main priority. 

Services: Sundays at 10:00 am; Wednesdays 
Prayer night 7:00pm; Thursdays Bible studies: 
7:00pm

1416 Williamsbridge Road, Bronx, NY 10461

www.christcommunitychurchbx.org  
info@christcommunitychurchbx.org   
(347)843-7603

Abraham Vazquez and the  
entire IMMIX Marketing team 

would like to congratulate  
Manna of Life Ministries  

on serving New York City  
for 27 years!

YOUR OUTSOURCED MARKETING TEAM
immixmarketing.com
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Sponsorship Partners
Thank you all for your generous contribution! 

Your support will help  
Manna of Life Ministries in  
‘reaching the forgotten’!

1199 SEIU United Healthcare Workers East

BronxCare Health System

Michelle Caruso-Cabrera

Team GSR Development

Gladys Roman

1199 SEIU Healthcare Education Project

Special thanks 
to those that contributed their time 

 in a loving effort to professionally support 
the Manna of Life Ministries 2022 Gala!

Abraham Vazquez (Videographer)

Miriam Mathews (DJ)

Henry Ordosgoitia (Photographer)

Tamara Srdanovic  
(BGNY Design and Marketing) 

Pastor Jasmine Davila  
(Master of Ceremonies)

Special thanks to Facebook group 

‘Bev’s Country Cottage  
Neighborhood’! 

This small but powerful group of helpers have 
done much over the years in supporting Man-
na of Life ministries. They knit, crochet, sew, 
support and give with open hearts and hands. 
Every week, Papa Hernandez delivers home-
made items for all seasons to toiletries that are 
desperately needed. Bev Johnson Qualheim, 
group founder and our very own, Millie Hernan-
dez, is the group co-admin. At a recent back 
to school Manna outreach, Barb Como, Dana 
Jonsgaard and Lynne Hannon partnered with 
Mama Hernandez and sent 82 knapsacks and 
tons of school supplies in support of the event! 
Many thanks for your generosity, prayers and 
enthusiasm for the Manna of Life Community!

facebook.com/groups/BevsCountryCottage

United Chaplains  
State of New York

Rev. Dr. Jose Torres, President

Are you called to be a Chaplain? 

Office 718.440.7978 | www.ucsny.org

Thank you UCSNY chaplains  
for ministering at Manna of Life!

Congratulations Erbin Cobian  
and all the Manna of Life staff  

on your 27th anniversary!
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2022 Bronx Borough Presidents’  
Citation of Merit awardees

Jerry Cruz

Mirna Cruz

Lydia Villanueva

Manuela Rivera

Millie Santiago

Joseph Martinez

Hiram Figueroa

Sonia Vazquez

Abel Vazquez

Robert Andrews

Ramona Vega

Victor Torres

Blanca Cabrera

Carmen Rivas

Police Officer Dili Jefferson and the  
NYPD Explorers – 42nd Precinct 
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“Of all the forms of inequality,  
injustice in healthcare is the most 

shocking and inhumane.”
- Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.

The Healthcare Education 
Project is proud to support 

Manna of Life Ministries 
2022 Gala

The Healthcare Education Project is  
a joint initiative of 1199SEIU  

United Healthcare Workers East and the 
Greater New York Hospital Association.

Many thanks to 

Pastor Jeff Cortez 
who wrote and illustrated a children’s book 
based on the beginnings of Manna of Life  

and then  
donated all proceeds to the Ministry!

Purchase one for your child and bring a  
‘little extra kindness’ back home!

Book is available for purchase at the Gala and 
also on Amazon (scan the QR code). 

God Bless Our Pastors
Thank you, Pastors for teaching us, 
mentoring us, leading us, and serv-
ing your congregation. It is truly 
appreciated. Thank you for guiding 
us, giving of your time, energy, and 
heart to help your flock in their spir-
itual growth. We at Manna of Life 
are truly grateful to all the Pastors, 
Ministers, and Clergy members who 
have come into our paths.

Happy Pastor Appreciation!
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Circle of Christ Church 
proudly supports and acknowledges the 

community contributions and efforts made 
by Manna of Life Ministries.

To God the Glory.

“The one who is gracious to the poor 
lends to the Lord, and 

the Lord will repay him for his good deed.” 
Proverbs 19:17

Rev. Elisamuel Colón
Senior Pastor

Circle of Christ Church
147 Dreiser Loop

Coop City NY 10475
www.circleofchristchurch.com
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HERE IS WHAT WE HAVE…our 16-passenger van, pictured here, has reached the end of its life 
and is no longer repairable. We bought it used back in 2005, and it now has over 150,000 miles on 
the odometer. It has been a vital part of Manna of Life Ministries, providing transportation for our 
community outreaches, transport of staff and volunteers, food and supplies pick-ups, deliveries 
for our homebound clients and soup kitchen pop-ups at various heavily populated homeless loca-
tions throughout the city.

WAV to MANNA

HERE IS WHAT WE NEED…. a new vehicle!

As such we begin with a “WAV”, Wish a Van campaign!  

We are looking preferably for a multi-purpose minibus, similar to what is pictured below. 

It would replace our non-operative van, which was a much needed and important part of Manna’s 
operation. Though Manna of Life has a number of needs this we believe is our most pressing need 
and consider it the focus of our gala fundraising efforts. The cost would be approximately $60,000.

YOU CAN HELP US…with a generous one-time financial donation, or consider pledging monthly 
donations or possibly connecting us with a van/minibus dealership. 

Give your own personal “WAV” of love to MANNA and the people we serve! Your help is needed 
and anything you can provide will get us one step closer in expanding our effort in reaching the 
forgotten!

Fill out the Pledge Card that we provided you and ‘WAV’ it,  
a Manna staff person will go over and collect it

Make your donation now by scanning the QR Code or visit: Mannaoflife.org/donate

Thanking you in advance!
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In Memoriam

Victor Andujar, Jr. (Our Big Brother)

Joseph Ziel (Our Go-Getter)

Marcial Rivera (Our Motivator) 

Emily Gautier (Our Puerto Rican Mother Theresa)

Cornelia DeLeon (Our Early bird-Rain or Shine)

Anthony Roman, Esq. (Our Advisor)

Pastor Willie Reyes (People’s Pastor)

Joseph and Aimee Cortese (Our Mentors)

Some leaders have gone on  
to be with the Lord  

but have left a legacy that  
cannot be replaced…

They are forever in our hearts.
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Our Mission
Manna Of Life Ministries, Inc. is a not-for-profit faith-based program  

dedicated to serving the homeless and destitute. 

Our goal is to address their immediate hunger needs and ultimately,  
to empower them to reverse their current situation.

Our Vision
Our Vision is to expand our services and continue to be a catalyst  

by impacting the lives of the hungry, homeless and poor. 

This will be realized by making available nutritional and  
emotional support as well as other necessities that will facilitate  

their transition from homelessness into housing.

We reflect God’s love towards those we serve. 
We are committed to pursuing a vision for the ministry  

God has called us to do.

Thank you for celebrating with us!
Please visit our website to stay up to date on the latest in Manna’s work

SCAN ME

https://MannaOfLife.org

@MannaOfLife


